9405

Syamsul Azhar. Minangkabau: social strata and culture, Bukit Tinggi:
Syamsul Azhar, 1980

ACCESS ’J[‘Ol MINANGKABAU

Indeed, Minangkabau is worth visiting because of its
" tropical climate, mild, without extreme high tempera-
tures, where days are sunny and warm along the coastal
plain, and fresh, cool mountain air up the highlands.
The nights are comfortably cool, and rather cool up
country.

Tourists from abroad can comfortably visit Minang-
kabau at any time during the whole year.

Airliners are operating@'in and out of Tabing Airport
rearby Padang. Among them are the Garuda Indonesian
Airways (GIA), the Merpati Nusantara Airlines.

The principal shipping lines offering regular service
to and from the seaport Teluk Bayur, are the. Pelni
and the Jakarta Lloyd.

Visitors need a valid passport with Indonesian Visa.
A tourist visa for up to 30 days is easily obtainable at
all Indonesian Embassies, consulates or legations abroad.

The Indonesian currency is the Rupiah, abbreviated
Rp. , with the present exchange rate fluctnating around
Rp 625.— to the US dollar. Foreign currency can be.
changed into Rupiah at authorized exchange offices of
the Bank Negara 1945 or BRI in Padang or Bukitting.
gi. These excnange offices also accept travellers’ cheques.
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They can be bought at any antique shop in Padang or
Bukittinggi.

Most foriegn tourists choose Bukittinggi to be visited
and many of them spend several days here because of
its fresh and cool mountain air, and strategic location.

So, when you arrive in Padang, take a bus for a two
hours drive overland to Bukittinggi. Public buses of
the latest types of Mercedes - make serve daily commu-
nication between Padang and Bukittinggi, which covers
only 91 km. Among the buses are the NP M, Tri Arga,
Cemerlang, ete.
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