


A BRIEF STUDY OF
THE HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL
LANGUAGE

Like other independent countries in the world which
have their own national language, the Federation of Malaya
too has already had its own naticnal language that has been
approved and accepted even before independence was
achieved. The national language of the Federation of
Malaya is no other than the Malay language. As such the
Malay language is no longer a language confined enly to
Malayans of Malay origin but it has become the language of
all the citizens of the Federation of Malaya irrespective of
whether they, are of Chinese, Indian, Eurasian or any other
descent.

Let us study the history of the development and pro-
gress of the Malay language. our natonal language—a
development and progress that nearly covered the whole
of the Malay Archipelago since several centuries ago.

POSITION OF MALAY LANGUAGE

The pssition of the Malay language as the national and
official language as well as the lingua-franca of all the people
who live in Malaya and nearly all these in the Malay Archipel-
ago is only a repenition or a continuation of the history of
the people who inhabit this part of the world. The Malay
language had achieved greatness at least since the time when
the Empire of Seri Wijaya was flourishing, i.e. from the 7th
to the 13th century. This was evidenced by the discovery
of stone inscriptions at Kota Kapur (Banka Barat) dated
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AD, 686, and zlso zt Karng Brah: {between Jamibi and River
Musi in Sumacra) which belonged to about the same periad
as the stone inscription at Kota Kapur, Besides these chare
were twe mase stena iascrintions found at Kaedukan Buokig
zng Talang Tuwo (in the Palembang diswict). The first
stane datad AD. 6E3 and the secend cne AD, 684, Thaugh
these stones werz written with zlphabets of Indian origin
but tha fanguage used was that of old Malay.

Another swone inscriplion wad also discoversd n Java
in the Kedu district on the eastern side of Gunong Sundora.
This proved that at the ead of the 3th century or at the
baginning of the 9th che influence of the Malay language
had ssread net caly in the Sematran Stztes but 2lso to the
middle of java. Acteally there is another more fascmating
tone inscription which proved that not emly the Maly
farpuape but alta the jawi script and the lslamic religion
had spread to the East Ceoast of Malaya ie. in Trengganu.
The stone inscription reforred 1o here is the one dated abowt
AD. 1303 which was discavered in 1899 in the State of
Trenggany, a2t Sumgni Teresat aear Kuala Berang, atcus
twenty miles up the Treagganu River. You can sce shws
stone for yourself in the Nauonal Museum a1 Kuaiz Lumpur.

Thus was the devalepment of the Malay language
through several centuries. As it devefoped, fes Torm -and
structure began to change from that of the old Malzy o 3
more modern one. During that percd, w0, the Malay
fanguage became not only the everyday languvage of the
saciaty then bucr alte the language used in custome and
traditions which to the Malays of the time had the stremgeh
of laws. What | am referring te here is the idiom of the
languzge kaown as proverb, maxim. saying. adage. etc. Ali
these idioms have not suffered any change in their original
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farm even to this day. This is due o the perfeciness of
Its -Soruciure.

The Malay langueage rese 2 step higher with the coming
of Isdam in the 13th century e Perlak; Pasii and Samuders
which now formed parts of the State of Acheh in Nerth
Sumatra. The language bezame more eariched and pre-
greEsve,

The relation between the inhabitantss of these places
with the Musiim Missionaries from Arabiz. Persia and india
brought many changes and much progress ints the Malay
language, especially in tho ficld of litcrasure, This was
particularly 3o with the adoption of the [awi seript which
originated from that of the Arabs. From thar vme onwards
the Malay language in Jawi script became more widespread
and was taught in almost the whole of the Malay Archipel-
apo.

MELAKA PERIOD

The Malay fanguage progressed further during the rime
whea the Matay Kingdom of Melaka was at its height. Af
government services and administracion: were conducied n
Malay: se, oo, were the commercial dealings between the
foreign merchanis and the Malay pesple. The translation
of foreign bhiterature into Malay eshanced the developmen:
and progress of the Malay language. Unformnately we can-
not put forward concrete proofs regarding the progress of
the literary works, official documents or other papers of the
periad of the Mzlay Kingdom of Melaka because they were
either lost or desiroyed when Melakz was conguered. Howe
aver, a little evidence i available, for mentions were made
of the existence of such classics as Hikayat Mubhammad Al
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Hanafiah and Hikayar Amir Hamzah before the Portuguese
attacked Melaks, There 15 also the ins¢riptren gn the tomb-
stones of Sulsn Mansar Shah which 1 bang kept in the
muteum in Melzkz. Al the treasures that <an Be used a1
a proof of the zbility of the Malay picple of that cra were
destroyed ia 2 tragic incident 35 told m the book "Malipa
And lts Hastory™ wnzien by Sir Richard VWmitedt. It was
stated that, “Six bronze bars from some Malay royal grive
dAGguergee chatz for his onwn tomb, jJewcllery 2nd
brocaded howdihs 2ad gold.plated palinquing be would have
presentsd o his King Manusl and Queen Mam, 2long with
women embroiderers and many young gitls and yoeuths of
noble family: but iicas 2nd palanguing 3nd embrowderers. 2l
were 13t in the wreck of the Flor de La Mar off Sumsera”

When theé Malay kingdem of Melaka war conqueted by
the Portapuese in 1511 the development of the Malay
language which had aiready spread successfully throughout
almost the whole of the Malay Archipelago. continued
aspecially in the State of Acheh. Actuslly when Acheh was
a¢ the haight of itz pawer ie. from the begineing to the
middle of the i7th century the Maiay language resched its
zenith, Many Malay licarary works of a hegh standard were
written durnicg that pericd. Several ¢videncis <an B¢ pre-
sented to prove that the Malsy language was uid in official
business. particularly in correspandence. Even when whiing
to forcign dignitaries and rulers the King of Acheh made
ute of Ma'sy and the bwi script

PROOF OF ITS WIDE USAGE

As 3 prosi of this, there aro soveral oid letters wiitien
in Jawi collected and kept in the library of the Universsty
of Leiden, in Holiznd,



Among the [etters mentioned there 13 3 very interesting
cae, that is the letter from the Sultan of Acheh to Kuing
Lmze | of England. The letter did not only revesl e
erizinzlity and beauty of the Malay Language but its <oatent
2ien showed cleadly the fairmess and wncenty of the Sulnza
of Ackch in his dealings with forcigners who wiahed to trade
in his country. Their ife 2nd property were always gusrded
and looked after.

What | have 2014 you just now can be taken 33 a proof
of how the Malay linguage had been used in official cor-
respandence and business nearly throughout the whole of
the Mzlay Archipelage. about three conturies ago.

BEGINNING OF ITS SET-BACK

Buz with the advent of foreipn ¢olonal powers into the
Malay Archipelage the status of the Malay language began
to decline. The languages of the colonial nation repliced
Malzy as the principal language, especially in official maceers.
However, it is most difficult to ecadicate a language: the
same was applicable to the Malay language. Though it
pragress and imporsance were no longer the same a3 i had
before the coming of the imperialists yet it coatinued o
have 2 gradual develepment. particularly through literacy
WOrks,

It is wery difficult to provide a condrete evidence of the
extent of the good literary works of the pericd. Tha &
czused By the s3d duaster when the ship "Fame™ caughe
fire. The “Fame™ then had on board all sorts of walusble
tressures that had been collected by Sir Sumford Rafles.
including many Malay literary works which he wanted 10
tzke o England,



Aceosding e the information gwen n the bodk of
Munsy Abduliah besides the unbound Books and the fesrwe
manusenpts which flled three feather cases, ¢ach abeut
feet loag. there were about three hundred Bound bodis of
Malay hidrsturé—prose znd pIeiny—on beyrd the “Fice”
when 2 wis destroyed By Fre. In sdduise 3 thewe tiere
were three or four boxes conttsming lavaneie. Balinese and
Bugn leiters and Dooks, 2ming weltiah Werd $ome Wi
on pilimyralesves,

With the eitsblshment of the firgt Maliy chee’ o
Cimgapore sbout 2 hundred years agd 3ad alio tar Fuluy
Teachers Trsining Colleges in Simgapore. Melaka, Mortang
(Persk) snd then 2t Tanmiong Maltn there wat 3 beter
prospect for the development of the Malay language. Dt
because of the policy and its application 1o the Malay scheol
and callepes followed 2n educational system ditected rowares
tha fulfilment of the wishes and interests of the Govern.
ment then, the Mzlay language did act receive the encourage-
ment and treatment accorded to the English language in the
English schaals. Due to this the value and status of the
Malay lsnguage declined co 2 very low gasition when <om.
pared to the English haaguzge. Such was the degrading state
of the Maly langeage bafore this country dchicwed n
independence comparing veath the Rugh repaed ard gtitud
it held about thres centuriss ago when it was the efficil
and natiensl linguage and Fingua-fraccs of the inhabitans
of mearly the whole of the Malay Aschiptagy.

UNDENIABLE RIGHT

it is really difficolt for any group 10 Obstruct the ue-
deniable right of the Malay fznguage to become the nat-o2l
langusge of the country, Dacause 1 have explained carier
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tha 1'151-‘.]" Hﬂgu.:ge had tor Cconturidt past Been e [-,n;{.,;;g,_,,
irarea of almost the whale of the Malyy Archigelago. Ba-
sides. the Malay Beguage is the bnguadfranca of 3l e
diferent communities Ioing in Malays, Yhey hawve nsed =
in =21l soheres of life and through it they hawe beon able o
undarstznd oma another. AN these facton afe polént
rexsans why the Malay languige shauld be ard g thé mdil
tuizable ==-‘EEU-EE‘E‘ 10 be the naronal hﬁi"-l-lir of this ¢Suntly-

The proof thit Malay has boea the liagurddanis o the
arex is shown by the intercit put inte the fanpusac by
fareizn natismalivies who had something to 4o wab the
Matzys thea. From the 15th contury onwards, word-lists
ing dictionzries compiled in Chinpie, Malian, Dutch and
Lstin, by sheir tespietive  matiomalities, had  appesied.
Merchznts and missionnties found them useful,

Thos it is in keeping with Lhe verdict ol history thatc
Malay is considesed s the national language.
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