Sumatra

Suma[/a has a land area of 473,000 square kilomstres, and (s the
world's fourth fargest island. It runs parallel to the Malaysian peninsula,
and is separated from it by the Strait of Melaka, The Bukit Barisan

many of the 93 peaks
Mount Kerinci {3,805 metres) is the high sr

mountains run down the western edge of the island,
exceeding 2,000 metres.

The Landscape

Like the island of Java.
Sumatra lies over a major
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ically unstable, In the
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example. To the west of the Bukit Barisan,
is narrow, and seldom exceeds 2
width. A few fishing and agricultural villages, as well
as the towns of Padang and Bengkulu. have

developed on this narrow streteh of land. Offshare
the west are Nias and the Me Islands

Sumatran soils are generally not
very fertile. In the east, waterlogging
poses a problem while the foothills
of the Bukit Barisan tend ta be very
heavily leached. Once the land is
cleared of forest for culture, the
fertility of the soil declines rapidly
without fertilisation.

The equator dissects Sumatra,
and monthly temperatures avarage
between 26 and 27
5. In contrast, rainfall is more
varied, and is highest in the westarn
plains and foothills of the Bukit
Barisan. Here, rainfall averages about
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Sumatra has a larger diversity of
wildlife than any other Indonesian
sfand. Amongst the best known
mammals are the Sumatran
thinaceros, Indlan elephant, orar
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subalpine grey shrew and honeybear, for example.
Few species are andemic and the ranges of many
species include both Malaysia and Indonesia.

The People
For an island of Sumatra’s size, its population is
paratively small, being about 37 million people.
However, araas like the province of southern
Lampung with & populatior six million, are
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Javanese transmigrants have
also made their presence felt,
particularly in the Southern parts of
Sumatra, although some have alse
settlsd on the west coast and in
the reclaimed swamps of the east
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Area:

473,506 km*

Population in 1990 census :
Population density in 1990 :
Population growth (1980-1990) :

Forested area 1990 :
Total arable fand 19!
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