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Intreoduction.

The adat Perpatih soviety in Negeri sembilan it one of the fev
matrilineal societlies found in Southeast Asia, and the only one
of itg kind in Malaysia. Tt tracss itz descant to the garly
Minangkabat: immigrants who-are belijeved ic have a:ggved in west
Malaysia in the late sixteen century. The society ig s rei@five}y'
smail one, confined largely to the Malays indigenous tc the five
of the seven districts in the state i.e Kuala Pilah, Jelebu,
Jempul, fampin and Rembau. Estimates or the number of peoples in
the adat Perpatih society are not avasilable as ns attempt has been
made to enumerate them. Such &n excerciss would be problematicsl
berzuse of tée constant £lovw of pepulaticn frowm and irnto  theze

districks.

hdherents of the Adat Perpatih may be limited in numarical
strength and spatial distribution, but their somewhst unigue
kinship system bhas asttracted mnuch interest smong the early
colenizl administratoers, scholars and obhars. JBueh  interesi.
which has persisted until today has resulted in many published
works on  the soviety =g evidenced by the publication list
"

compiled by Tunku Noraidah (1984). Howvever, a close look at

these studies reveals that little attention has been given %o the
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position of vomen in the matxilineal society. It is only in %“he
isst two decades L.e since 1963 when obisctive studlss on these
vomen began. To date apart from the writer ({Azizah Kassim
1970; 1974; 1986; 1988; 1983; & 18903 the aniy other regearcher

on the subject iz Malla Stevens (1981; 1985; & 1867).

The avallability of these works on the matrilineal wemen did-’
not do much to clarf?} their states within the Adat 'Perpatih
society. The general public in Malaysia, especially those
sutside the domain of the Adet, very often typecaste the
matrilineal wvomen as strident, domineering, and in ceontrol of
their menfolk withir the family and the nousehold. In this paper
the writer sets out te test the wvalidity of this strectype. By
examining the basic principles of the adat 1 attempt to losk at
women's tights and cohligaticns within the tamily and Lha -
community. Cenéral to mny analysis here Iis gender relaticns,
betveen women and their menfnlk, including husbands and kin. The
basig questiops being addressed here are: what was the pesitien
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of women in  Ethe fraditional context?  How Ao soclo-efonemic
changes thae® have taken place fn the lszzt few decades affect

women's positlen in the malrilineal soniety?

*he approach adopited here is anthropolegical. The writer

facusses her atfention cn a group af Adat Perpatih communities in
(1)

£+ of ®uala Pilah.

(0]

s 3
=i

th= mukim ©of §a2r! Hananti, In the &3

(i}

Thig .paper. is based on research caryied sut by the . writex
baetveen 19B6-68 under 'the auspices of JSPS-VCC (Japanese Society
for the promotion of Sclence and Vice Chancellors Council of
Malaysiaj. The research vas funded by Hitachi Foundation.
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Changes outlined here covers a period of about two decades i.e.
frop the time the wrlter began her ezrlier vork on women in these
compunities in 1969. The ealier data is here used as a basis for

comparison with those derived frem the later research.

2.0, Basic Principles of Adat Perpatih

o

The =soclal srganization of Adat Perpatih is fpunded on  the
folloving principles:
(1) Descent is traced through the femzle iine i.e the

kinship system is matrilineal.

téﬁ..ﬁaéed pn  the matrilineal principls, the socisty Iis
divided into ciang (Sukv) and lineages (Peruvt). There
are twelve clans, each with a distinct name of its own
and headed by an elder known locally as the Lenmbaga.
2ach clan, is further divided into Iineages, each qf

whieh ig hesded by a Buaspak.

(37 Each tclan has an alloted amcunt of ancestral land which
iz registered in ithe nane of [ts femole menmbers. Male
members of the cian have usufructoxzy right over the

land.

{4) Each clan znd lineage pracllise zxogamy 1.4 prohibition
on intra-grcup marriage. However, what censtitotes an
exogamic unit varies, in scme cases a clan, in others a

i;gc;ge.



(5y Transmission of properties, titles and statuses is

through the female line.

{£) Regldence is uxurilocs: i.e Lhe man leaves his natal

place zilter marsiage ond resides 4t his wife's kampung.

3.0 TPosition of women in the traditional setting.

The Adat Soclety was bazed on an agricultural economy.
Until the intreduction of rubber in the garly twentieth century

the cconomy was largely subsistence in nature, depending largely

o the cultivation of rice, £fruits and vegetables; and the

sollection of forest products. The Introduction of rubber

@

hrought in a new source of cash income, and the dependence on the

Geal ecpaomy o0f rice for subsistence, gnd  rubbker fer cash,

persicted till the sixties. It is this period hefore the siutliasz
which ig sonsldered the traditional celi in Lhis paper.
3.1 The Centtal Role of ¥Women

Th the tradilionml coatent, pariliolsrly It Lhe years Leicze

independence in 1557, the matriiineal kipmzhip zystem was the wain
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rasis for social, ecensmic a

villsge and supra-villazge level. Feol swn Binzhip sysbem 10

gurvive, the hinchip group must be pzrpetozild and thio wan only
be achieved by the women. Hence, women oeCupy @& central

pesition in the Adat Perpatih society.

Without female children r# lineage and kiaship group will



parish {pupus). Thug it was necessary for o family to have at
least one female child. The lack of female children was seen as a
catastrophy, and a voman without daunghters were often pitied,
Inveriably, families faced with such a predicamsnt overcame it by
adopting a femals child, veually from & locel Chinese famlily. The
choice was both for pragmatlic and ecultural reascus. Fepale

children were treasured in the Adat community and it w2z almost

impossgible to persuvade thelr parents to pa*t with thesn. Chinese

female chila:r

w0

n gn the-qther hand, were more e3gily available.
The Chinese have g patrilineal kinship sysftem which emphasises the
importance of the males and with such a kinship ideclogy many
Chinese families were inclined to give away female c¢hildrsh,

especially If they have many. Chinese children wezre alzz favoursd

1]

for their fair complexion which is very muzh appreciatsd by the

Malays.

The incnrpcxatian of the adopted children inlo the adoptive:

parent's family and kiaship grovp would be formalised through s
*ituzl csremohy c—ziled the. “harkadim" After the coremeony, ihn
adopted female children wore sooorded 211 the righiz znd
cbligations normsily enioyed by & child boxi i Lhe soticty.

3.2 Womeén, Land and Poiitical Office

2}
3

Women e als

i
e
L
n

en oas the ceetoedien of the 2dat, and in

r

accordance with this important status the anceztral lsnd (known

r

Bloo as cystomary land or tanah Adat dan Pesaka) arg énizusted in
their cars. Such land are genexrally for subsistence agriculture

and fer homestead. In Negeri Sembilan today, ancestral land of’



Adat Perpatih comprises kampung land and rice fieglds and to a
small extent fish pond {tebat), orchards {(dusuvn} and rubbar
plantations. The total size of ancestral land in the state is
swall, i.e only abou¥ 24,305 aczes, accounting for less than cone
pezcent of all agricultural land in the state (ses Table 1}, It
is believed that the Eotal size of Adat Perpatih customary land
has remzined :onstaﬁ{ since their zegistration about & century
Fgo. The acreage may hove deczeased in the pest-independence
era, due to land reclamation by the government for the purposes

of physical development in the rural areas.

Tabhle 1

Customary Land in Negerl Sembilan

Jelebu K.Pilah Jempul Rembau Tampin' Total (acres})
No. of
lots 64 9,950 809 §,426r 1,153 20,097
No. of
titles ] 9,973 151 §,587 942 0,386
Total .
size 96 18,000 1,669 12,698 2,072 34,563

Kote: There is no customary land Iin other districts.

Sourre: Adapted from HMohd Shah bin Hi. Lasszim and Norhalim bin
Hf. Ibrahim [1984: 9], The suthors vsed figures from
the Serembarn Survey Department. No date was given.
Because the size of customary land is f£ixed the absenre
of 2 cate is lrrelevant.

Ancestral land is transwitted through wemen i.e from mother

to daughters with gach one having egual shayxe. Where a fanmlly has



no female helr, the land goes to bthe wife's nearest female kin,

{.e her sister's daughters. In the absence of maternal nieces,
it goes to maternal grand-pieces, estc. {(see diagram 1). Men do

not inherit sacestral land, but fhey have usufructory rightt over

them. This zight, however cannot be transmitted to thelr

in theory, ancestral land are held in trust by women for the
clan. Ownership of such land iz net absciute i.e. a woman cannot

5211 the land te anycne she plesses. L£ 5 woman is in dire need

-

of money she can only ssil her land to her female kin, effering
- the nesrest first and then to other matriiineal kin. Only intra-
clan sals is allowved. “hiz limited magke® restricts the value
of the land; but in the days when land was not commoditised, such

iimitation was not a preoblem.

Besiéég 'ancestral land, adherents.cf_the Adat alsec own
rubber smallholdings which varies in size i.e. betwsen one and
five acres. This category of land which is designated as Halay
Rezervation iz not subiect to Adat Perpatih rules of inheritance.
It 15 transmitted aceerding to Islamic rules, the Faraid, which
favours +he male i.e. two-thirds to men aznd one-thizd tg women.
Howevar, §&n practice transmission of Malay reservation land wvas
and still is very much iﬁflu@ncmd vy the ldenlogy of the 2adat

wvhere men give up their share in favour of the vomen.

In addikion o land, women also inherit the family house. In
cases wvhere 2 family has wore than wone daughter, sither the

eldes® or the last female chlld inherits the house. The right to

~1



Dlagram I

PATTERNS OF INHERETANCE

Legend: =~
A - A Male

) ik
'I ) C)__“}Fma e .
. «+-.p Transmission

Mode 1

From Mother to daughter

HMode 2
From Ego to sistsar's
children

tode 3

Trom Ego to Mother's
3iscer's grand daughter

5)
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inherit and use the ancesiral land and family house comes with
obligations to members of the family and lineage. Women, not ﬁen,
are held resposible for taking cars of %fheir parents in their old
age, a practlde contrary bo Izlamle teaching. Men are not
expected to care for their elderiy parents as thay leave thair

natal residence to live with the wife's after getting married.

In addition women are aiso expescted to ptovide accommodation
and assishance to close mabrilinesl kin in thelr times of need,
ggpeclally to° thelr _male siblings and to thgi: mothexr's
bratherﬁ, referred to as~the "buapak kadim". Situations in which
such relatives resquire aggistance are many. Feor instsnce, a man
may have & temporary Gtiff with his wife and (feeling peeved
desided to jeave his marital home for a while. He may ¢lvorce his
wifa; or his wife may have died. Under such clrcumstances he has
te leave his wife's place and return to his ratal village, to the
wouse of his close matrillneal kins i.e his mother's, 1£ sha I8
still alive; his sisters' or his sisters' daughters'; his

maternal female cousins'; etc..

Titles and statusesz are also pasgsad through the female Ilne.
amonyg these are offices in the traditional political system

hich ars retained untill today. Examples are the post of Undang,

£
K

Benghuls Tuak, Lenbaga and Buapsk. Thess posts ave held by men,
and in the old days they wsre lmportant statuses vhich commanded
pover and respect and from which the incumbants derived an income.
Today, thase posts are given officlal recognition by the state
government and the lncumbants are given allovances of vwvarying

amounts. At the lowvest level of the hierarchy, & minor chiefZ may

g



get a stip?nd qf =) fav hunﬁxed dollars a year, and at the top
yung, the Undang receives a four figure monthly salary in
addition to other privileges, These posts which arze transmitted
matrilineally are held in robtation by a select number of lineage
gqroups. Thus an Undang, Eor ewanmple; will net transmit the post
%s holds ta his son but to his matrilinesal helr i.e 3 son of
orie of his classificatory sistesr's from anyone of the sslect

group of "ruling families®. (See dlagram 2)
3.3 Gender Relations: Women, Thelr Husband and Male Kin

The pattern of land inheritance and residence as well as
the moede of econemiec organization In the traditional Adat
Perpatih society enabled the woman to have an  edge in her
relationship with the men - her husband and her male kin. The
dynamizz of wsuch & relationship can naly be understood in

relation to the peasant sconomy.

Az =1luded to earlier, traditional economy of the Adat
Perpatit  socisty was dszpendent malnly on glde .cultivatinn fox
subsistence and rubber tapping fer cash, Women contrelled the
means ¢f productisn ‘i.e land for agriculture {for rice
cultivation and to some axtent rubber:, land for homestead, and
housing, Matriloeallity zasmuve man Izom thelx natal residence,
thus making % difficult fer them to work the land of their
famlly of orientation. Thus, men were compelled to work on land
belonging to thelir wife oz wife's kin., The further nmen wvere from
their natal residence, the more dependent they were on the wife

and her family for thelr livelihced.

1¢



Diagram II1°

TRANSMISSION OF POLITICAL OFFICE
{(in votation between three hypotherical lineages)

Lineage ! ' Lineage 2 Lineage 3

L g% ¢--—¢4 :
@) Female
Q‘ Male
. Transmission



In the peasant ECDBORY, there wags- also gender
differentiation In economic activities. Rubbez tapping was
considered & man's job while rice growing and processing that of
Ehe woman's. & man might help his wife in the Fields {f he was
not otherwvise engaged, and vice verss. Nonethelesz, it was

considered tha duty of the wife two provide rice, the staple Zfood

of the family, and thé auty of the husband to acqguire cash to

-

ot

purchase all other family necessities. Thus the wife and hushand
contribouted eguall to household egonomy. Given such 8 context
the status of the.husband and wife was deemed to be egual, as
reflected by the term uvsed to refer te a2 spouse which is Kkavan

{1it. friend).

The zrule of matrilocality, in cenjunctiocn with women’s
control over the means of production made it gifficult for a man
to exerclise contrel over his wife. He iz a "ipdger" in the houze
of his wife or wife's mother, surrounded by the kith and hin ¢f

his wife., In sach a setting lb would be almoest impocsible for the

husband tc maltreat or abuse hisz wife., I[f he dared o Zo 20, he
risks inecurring the wrath of his wife'zs kin and in the event of 2
marital breakdown it was he whe has fo leave the marital home. &

warital break-up is most inconvenlent fur a man &5 he ternd to
lese all the social and economic investments he has mace at the
wife's plesce. He alsec Ffaces an uncertsin future ag far as
scrompodat iBh ts  concerned. Depending on the nature of Ris
‘relationship with his clese matrilineal kin after his marriags,
his kin group may or nay not wvant fo asccommodate him, I£ he was

reiected by his kin he had no cholce but to spend the rest of
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his life in the village mosgue or surau. Indeed, in many villages

in the Adat terrvitory, such cases are nobt unknown.

In view of the above, I contend that in the traditiponal
context, a woman had an edge in her relationshig with her
husband., She wés in a relatjvely powerful position and such pover
increased with age. For the longer the ma?rlaqe last, the more
rcoaoved a man was from his_matzi}lneal kin and the harder It was

for him te raburn to his natal home and be welcome and accephed

by his matrilineal %in.

ey

It is my impression that a woman also occupied a dominant
position in her relsltionship with'her male kin i.e her brothers,
mobher 's brother, ete.. By virtue of her right of inheritance to
land and heousing, she could determine whe can or cannct reside in
the apvestral home, who eould be allowed ko ghare the use of the
rice fields,  or who could colleccl produce (such as fruits, palm
leaves for abtap roofing, £ish, sago, ete.) from the ancestral
farm land., She had what some anthropologists - call relative
auvtonomy . Such wag the privilege of the matrilineal wvomen which

Lhuose in non-malzillineal societies Jdid nok enjay.

I must be stressed that women's dowinant position in. the
matzrilinesl wmociety is not conspicuous. Theiz religion, Islam,
which emphacises . patriliny and pabriachy tends =ither . to
nevtralise female power or to conceal it from the public.’ Bdt
frmale power was Lhere te be utilised by the women as and when 1t

suited Lhem.



4.0 8ocio-Economic Changes in the Adat Perpatih Society

1 malntain that the "special' position of ‘he matrilineal
women is atbribietable mainly to tes hasic pringiples of the Adat
i.e the inheriftance pattern and matcilecaliiy, wvhich alloved women
in the peasant evonemy to zontrol Lhe srans o!  mroduaction and
Iiving mpacs. Adat priaciples remaip Lhe oome todoy,  hub they

change in 2iltitude  towards

are no leongetr obsenved stricily.

sranemic developments

the Adat is attributable te novora
vhieh have taken place in tHe mukism In the  years  afber
5

independence.

ir the 1last three decades the mukim under study has
bean Lthe receplent of many develepmant projects. Most of Ehe

thle Bty motorised transport) -

villages in the mokin are now ac
almoat 90 percsnt of the househslds have elect:zicity supply and
piped water; and the number of schools, health contres, community
halls and prayer houaes have increassd mzny £old. Tn thn economic
spheres  #everal schemes have been formulated o) dnpiceenfed ke’
help improve agriculture in the ‘fraditional wvillages. Thess:
changas, along with developments oxbraneons Lo Le mokim, o
particularly the opening up e¢f new agricuituaral  schemes  for
resetbiement and the expansicn of Industri-lizatica ia the
saventirs, have left a profount impank  on the soclal-

organization of Adat Peypallih.

in the post independence prriod, especialiy after the

s 1T the mukin

’

implesentabion of the New Boonomin Poll

2

Eu 25

fered huge population lossesz Jue Lo cut-migration. The spread
:

yomt
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uf wdvocation has given way to  new attitude btowards doba; few of
those who benefitted from formal cducation, even up tc the
secundary three level (Form Throo), aze keen on agzicultural Jobs
in the peasant economy. Such jobs are  now ccnsiduzed_ dirty,

demeaning and physically demanding. To escape worklng in the

padldy fields znd 1y the rubbes

B o LS e
SRR .
Shrere, Leo
land recetbtilenent vuhemnew whdsh offer

opportunicies. Such g population drift  laft

witlagan fn ks mukim eithout zufflictent labour for agriculture.

Agricueléural sctivities, szpecially riee grovwing oegan fo
dzcline inspite of the avallability of ag ricultural development
strategiez toc combat it. The zate of decline became accentuated
Ly the lack £ water Supply and silting of the rice flelds
caused by indiscriminate felling of trees by loggers. Most cfi the
rice fields in the mukim, and clsewhere in the district of Kuala

rilsh have remalned idle in the lazt fifteen years.

In many areas in the mukim today the presence of 1dle rice
land is very'ccnﬁpicuuus; in a&me eases rice £lelds have dried up
and turn into secodary jungles. In some areas too, land for
homastead are left neglected as the owners have left for the

towns or resettlement schemes. Rubber small hoidings towo suffer

from- Iabonr shartages, hut non- utillzation vrwunder—utlliaatgbnwof

kﬁaldingm are not easllv.sben assrubber-holdincsismie...



largely situated away from village sottlements.

Adatl  porpatih tervitery., In oy nurvey on tan communitiez in the

wotipm f pEds iy IERG, Loowt gk Ty .

Ve cotoaeb o Bhe Bl Take? iR E 8 3 2 W

PR s S SR SR Faw M L R

grens of casl incoee woge o ohhos Lnppling, dhia W S0 Fog

the re=ring & BES AN e d i

agricuitural 4 ; £r penstons, resmitlances  from
who s and  in

Lhe waze of L L, Trowe  woguu ur
el 2ah Fozsim, 1282;137

149). The Adat Perpatih econcmy has undergone oonciderabls

transfsrmations; it is no longer dependent on agrizullure and an

ndut land but on income from pald employmant.

4.1 Impact of change on Adat Perpatih

The process of depeasantization taking place in ke Adat
Perpatih soclety, among other Factors reduces the relevance of
the Adat. As I explained in an earller paper i(Azizah Kagsim, 19381,
fortheceming) kinship groupings now play sinimal role in village
socig-econamic crganizations; their role being replaced by new
forma of soclal alignaments based on a number of factors, such as
rel#gion, comzon economic interests and polltical party

aff¥llations.



Fewv of the younyg novw knov the name of Eheix respective clan
gr whe Lhelr clan eléeys are. To many, Lhe Adat perpatih is
reievant only for symbolic xressons and fer limited economic‘
pUrpUSES such. as to determinre their cian and 1lineage for
purposes of transmizsion of propuerty and statuses. Inkteractions
vith clan olders are minimal., Yery often the clan elders are
sought only when necccessary, for axample when their approval and
signatures are needed jn cascs of trancmission of ancestral land.
The few who may show keen }ntercst in bthe Adat ave those who hope
te bensill dtrectly from it, such o8 to hold offives in  the

traditlional but relabively defunck Adal political sbtructure.

4.7 A& Move Towards Gendex Bgalitarianism

Wwith the decliining lmportance of clan and lineage and of the
Adut as a whele in the life of the vijlagers, there seems to be &
move towards gander egalitarianisw. Little omghagiﬁ L5 now
placed on having fomale children, Daughters were required to take
¢are of ancestral land and the family honse, te take cara of
clderly parents and other close mabrilineal kin in their times of
nesd. Now few of the daughters can he ralied on ta perform thesé
functions. |

Many women leave the vil}agc,; they matry out and live
glscwhere, Ehus making ft difFicult for them to carry out the
traditlennl obligations imposed on Lhem. Similarly, nose who
remain behind, az shail be explalned later, very often ceuld not

do 5o because they iack the ecconomic ressurces. Thus it is
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irrelevant nov -vhether or not a family bhas daughters. Many
families witheut dazughterz ne longer bother to ad-pt female
¢children. Adoption of children 1s done =aly by those without

children and boys too ares now adopted.

4.7 Women and Men: An Incight into Husband-wif. Relationship.

The changing basis of the village economy affects gender
relaticns In the society. Although women are still ownsrs ef
ancestral land, thisg land is now of little economic wvalue,
Ancestral land which lis ﬁ;; kept mainly for symbolic reasorns and
ss a form of security, is largely utilised for housing. Howvever,
the size of individual share of ancestral land is negligible, in
the majority of cases betwveen a guarter and one acre. Mest  of
the holdings are Jointly owned, thus making itsg dovelspment

problematical (see Azizah Kassle 1989: 317~3238) .,

A= menticned earliez, in most househelds now the =main
souzces of cash income are the husband's pension or income from
paid employment, or remittances from children which are cften
channelled through the father. Pew women are actively involved 1n
REBnOmic artivities. Lerss than ten pezcent of the vomen
intervieved in the survey sald they work (kerja; and of these who
do wmany are working in supplementary capacity to thelr hushand .
They help in the retajl store run by the husband, assist Him to
tap rubber or make sugar from the sap of the palm trees, etc. In
such jobs they have no access to lncome cf their own. A very

small numbexr are in paid employment, working mainly in the public

ssctor 4%  teachers or clerks. The majferity of wvomen describe

e
i



themselves-.ag housevives -{suri-rumah) whose main occupation -

revolved around household maintensnce - cooking, <o¢leaning ' the
house and compound, delng the laundry, taking care of the

children or grandchildren.

Conpared to the women in my earlier =zurvey In the sixties,
faw women are engaged in agricultuvral activities sxuvept for swmall
scale vegetable farming for subsistence, which are often taken on

like a hobby. They no longer plant or process rice; go fishing in

-~

the river; forage for vegetables, fungus ur other edibles in  the
forast as vomen used to do twp or three decadszs ago. Most of the
daily neccessities are nov bought. Few women nepd Lo collect
filrewood as many ars nov  using altevnative pewer such  as
kercsene, gas or electricify. Similarly, few now need Yo sewv
vlotnes Eor the family or weave mengkuang for mabts. And in

Gischarging thelr dally chores in the kitchen, many women have

wlectrle gadgets such as the blender, mixer angd coconut
srrapper which make thelr deb much siapler. Indeed, as wvomen
today admit, their life is nrow mure comiortable asnd thiz new
fournd  2ase  la  mads possible by men's (I Rist Zszor the

husband s} earninyg from sources cutside Lhe Rdal fersitory.,

As man increased thelr econemic standing and becoms the maln
breadwinner in the family, women £ind theiz's declining. Most
women are nov dependents of their husband and thay wake nminimal
contributicn 6 household income, The house = family lives in may
be bpuilt on langd bzlonging to the wife, bhul very Ereguently the

house was constructed, repaired or rebuilt with incowms of the



husbapd. Without the husband many women may £ind themselves in
financial difficalty. This dependency sevems to ercde the pewer

wonen vse b have in the peasant economy.

When a wife is dependent on the husband for her Llivelihood,
it Is easy for the husband to exercise control over her. Her
position vis-a-vis her husbanrd is vorsened by the disintegration
of the lineage group at the village level as & result of oute
migration. A woman used to have adequate emotional support system
(and In #some cases extra-economic support as well} from close
matriliineal kins who iived close by, Mow that support is, ian many
cases, missing as pecple move sut of thelir natlve village. Today
if a wvife is to have a guarrel with her husband, or is deserted

by him, zhe may not have many people in the village to whom she

gan tirn to for help. 8he muzt the gwoeripiae mastion in heo
vrelationship with her spouse. It is my impression that husband~
wife relationship is now tilted in favour of the man. There (s
now & grewing emphasis on male douinance which seems fo be

agiuing ecceptance smong the willagazs in the Light nf renewved

internst in Islam which o toking p

tn bhe few cases where womes ars akle Lo sefure slable  Jobs
and steady income, thelr poasition vis-s-vis the husband remain
similar to those of women in the traditional context. In sone

rases, their position ls farther strengthened.

4.7 Womun and Men: Matrilinead Wemen and Lheiz kinp

ks the kin greups, the perut (lineage) and suku fcian) csaase



- 4o~ be- thchd;ﬁiﬂ~busiuﬂfu: sé:ial organization in the villagepe~
and as out-migration continues, the relationship between a wvoman
and her kin outside the family/household in given decreasing
emphasis. The stress novw {s on the nuclear family and most
vomen without economic resources of their own find 1t difficult
or impozsible to carry . out their duty towards their matrilineal
kin as required by the Adat. In the eaxly days for example, (it
was incumbant on women te accommodate a widowed or a divorged

brother or mother's brother, such obligations cannot easily bs

-

discharged now that the household te financlally supported by the

hughand . ¥

With the expansion of the money econonmy in the village life,
thers is also a groving sense of individualism among the
villagers and the spirit of sapmuns.ism as espoused Ly the Adat

fs often ignored. This senze of individualism and the lack of

understanding af Adat Perpatih have caused & sumber cf
misunderstandings among lineage members. One of thHe most common
cavtes of ponflict is the ancesmtral land, Mapy women now regard
guch land az private property and deay theiz malae hin thelt ¥ ight

fo uoe the tand or share itg products.

T+ Is clear that upder the pres-nt svole-ecenoxic shyucture,
it ieg difficult to sustain lineage unity and co-operation and
women, In particular, cannet perform thelr obligations towards

their kin effectively.

w3
[



£ 0 Conclusion

¥hat ha; changed and what has persisted? The hdat Perpatih
kinship system prevails until today and women retain their rights
within the system i.e. they continue to perpetuate the lineage
and clan, they inhezrit the ancestral land and family housing, and
political offices are transmitted through them. These rights
which In the traditional context put women in a special pesition
have 1little significance now. Women have lost thelr special
pesition and relative dutonomy. This is attributable to socio-
economic changes taking éiace in the Adat Perpatih territeory in
the 1lsst few decades which undermined the economic basis cof the

Adat.
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